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Fishing The Rifle River

Written by Svbil Hioter

“Tt's a veryuser fendly stream, " said
Mike Bachelder about the Fifle Fiver,
guide and owner of Bachelder 5 pool & Fly
in West Branch, MI “There 1= little
pressure i the mumamer months ... You will
catch fish as long as you take your fine
It's not a big stream. It ranges from fifteen
to sixty feetwide,” says Mike, “butatstll
has areas that are more techmical. If you
like towalk, pack abackpack, a sandwich
and a drnk, the small tibatanes off the
Fafle are awesome!”

The local canoe livery closed within the
last year, so the over has very hitfle taffic.
“There 15 never enoagh to bother my
fislung, " said Mike. “As you getdown
towards 5 terling there 15 more traffic. but
most of the traffic 15 esidents " The length
of the river 15 private property so you can
fish the whole tlung.

“Expect a long tip if you fishbelow M55
sald Mike. “The mver snakes back and
forth Yeah, it's only two miles (to the next
public access point), bat 1t more like
eight! Becanse of the way over winds
arourd 1"

“Fish range from five inches to over fifteen
mches,"” on the Fifle River, and the fish
vary, “They are leftovers firom other
sources.”” According to Mike, thers are
pike, smallmouthbass, brookies, mirbow
and even steelhead from tome to fme. “A
severteen and fhree quarters inchbrookie
was the largest [ ever canght on the Fafle
Frver,” sawd Mike.

Dy flies, sulfars and streamers are the flies
of choice for ths over. “5 teamer fishing 15
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easy...not lmge casts, not lomg casts, and
you don't have to have aboat.” He
contimied, “Yellow seerns fo work best,”
on the Fifle Fiverbut “. ome of the best
flies I have found 15 the cone head maraboa
black and alive ™

“Frsh sulfars,” Mike also suggests. “The
hateh 15 usnally avound the wod to end of
May. I dom’t fish mayflies so rachbecanse
they porson from fme o frne.”” This Jalls
most of the mayfhes on the Exfle Errer.

Anyway you cutit, the Exfle Eneris a
good reproductive ervironment. “T've seen
steelhead spawring as late as June,” saad
Mike . “Homually the steelhead ran around
fax season I tell people that when the
suckers move m, there are no steelhead,”
saud Mike jolangly, farther explanung that
1t gives limundistarbed tome to fish the
nver himself. “T tell people to fishwith a
foot and a half bobber when the suckers are
present. The suckers are at the bottom. The
frout are up top.”

comtirmed on page 2
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

April 10, 2013

Speaker: Glenn Weisner
Topic: Spring Steelhead

Clarencewlle Middle 5 chool

Livoma, 7:30 pm.

April 24, 2013
Activities Meeting
Clarenceville Middle 5 chool
Livoma, 7:30 pm.

May §, 2013

Speaker: Wayne Snyder
Topic: Coaster Trout Isle
Royal

Clarenceville Middle 5 chool
Livoma, 7:30 pm.

May 16, 2013
Club Banguet
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Fishing The Rifle River

Written by Sybil Hunter “It's a very user friendly stream,” said Mike Bachelder about the Rifle
River, guide and owner of Bachelder Spool & Fly in West Branch, MI. “There is little pressure in
the summer months....You will catch fish as long as you take your time. It's not a big stream. It
ranges from fifteen to sixty feet wide,” says Mike, “but it still has areas that are more technical. If
you like to walk, pack a backpack, a sandwich and a drink, the small tributaries off the Rifle are
awesome!”

The local canoe livery closed within the last year, so the river has very little traffic. “There is
never enough to bother my fishing,” said Mike. “As you get down towards Sterling there is more
traffic...but most of the traffic is residents.” The length of the river is private property so you can
fish the whole thing.

“Expect a long trip if you fish below M55,” said Mike. “The river snakes back and forth. Yeah, it's
only two miles (to the next public access point), but it's more like eight! Because of the way river
winds around!”

“Fish range from five inches to over fifteen inches,” on the Rifle River, and the fish vary, “They
are leftovers from other sources.” According to Mike, there are pike, smallmouth bass, brookies,
rainbow and even steelhead from time to time. “A seventeen and three quarters inch brookie was
the largest | ever caught on the Rifle River,” said Mike.

Dry flies, sulfurs and streamers are the flies of choice for this river. “Streamer fishing is

easy...not huge casts, not long casts, and you don’t have to have a boat.” He continued, “Yellow
seems to work best,” on the Rifle River but “...one of the best flies | have found is the cone head
marabou black and olive.”

“Fish sulfurs,” Mike also suggests. “The hatch is usually around the mid to end of May. | don’t fish
mayflies so much because they poison from time to time.” This kills most of the mayflies on the
Rifle River.

Any way you cut it, the Rifle River is a good reproductive environment. “I've seen steelhead
spawning as late as June,” said Mike. “Normally the steelhead run around tax season. | tell
people that when the suckers move in, there are no steelhead,” said Mike jokingly, further
explaining that it gives him undisturbed time to fish the river himself. “I tell people to fish with a
foot and a half bobber when the suckers are present. The suckers are at the bottom. The trout
are up top.” continued on page 2

UPCOMING EVENTS

April 10, 2013 Speaker: Glenn Weisner Topic: Spring Steelhead Clarenceville
Middle School Livonia, 7:30 p.m.

April 24, 2013 Activities Meeting Clarenceville Middle School Livonia, 7:30 p.m.
May 8, 2013 Speaker: Wayne Snyder Topic: Coaster Trout Isle Royal Clarenceville



Middle School Livonia, 7:30 p.m.
May 16, 2013 Club Banquet
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contined frompage 1

Officially operng the floor to
rmestions, Mike addmessed additomnal
chib member muines. Fishers nmsthe
aware there 15 a gravel and cobbles tome
bottony, and other areas with a boulder
and slate bottorn, so things canbecome
aite shippery. Also, there are areas of
the nver that are in flux. “Since the
emarald ashbore moved info the area,

trees are dying, changmng the nver It

changes the nver - for the better,” says
Mike, “cansing new eddies and pools.”

When asked 1f he fished terestmals on
the Fifle River, Mike said, 1 fish The
Thing, size 12. It's a cross behweena
grasshopper and a store fly " Buat lus
biggestpiece of advice” “Don'tbe
discouraged from one day to another,”
assures Mike, “the fislung changes from

Caught In

day to day.”

The Act @:‘
Tlus 15 wonderful.. It was gething late
Sunday and all the club mods efc. were
put away, but thas falla and lus sonwere
hanging around . Itbecame obvous that
the kid mallywanted to try casting. . Ve
spotted Michael Maun and be came
over to give the Jad bus first lessom!
IMeaun had the kid popping it oat there in
no time.. I speak a ittle Deutschso I
thanked hnm m German and wished o
and lus wife Emne Gute Ferse. Basically
good tap home. On myway oat, I saw
the kad and ks dad by the door and
asked the Jaod if he Jmew who that was
He said mo so I told lum Michael Maan
was probably one of
the more sklled
casters m the whaole
mwom! He got his fust
lesson from a pro and
¥ provably

hooked.. Pun
mtended. The Jad was
Elmung ear-to-gar

Photo o text
sribmitted by Spencer
Frmderhoaf

Boy Scout Merit Badge School

Mark your calendar for April 20, 2013, Jeff McGowan,
Kevm Lipp, Duk Fishback, Bruce Kramer and many others
over the years have made the 5 couting Ment Badge 5chool a
muccess. How 1t's your tam. The school 15 filling up quickly,
and we need Chib members fo help teach the Ment Badge

TequIraIneTEs .
Please contact Bruce Framer or
Dawe Oakley fo vohinteer for thas
evert. We willbe teaching 5 couts
about fislung, ethies, knots, cashng,
tying, erdomnclogy, safety,
regulations filleting and cookang
fish. The pond 15 stocked and ready
to produce, sowe hope fo get as
many 5 coats certified as possible.
Parking passes and hinch are
provided to vobantesrs




Michigan Fly Fishing Club P.O. Box 530861 Livonia, Ml 48153
2012 - 2013 Officers
President: Christopher Hunter president@mffc.org 734-207-0575
Vice President: Dan Finstad vp@mffc.org 248-650-0172
Corresponding Secretary: Mike Doyle 248-363-5018
Recording Secretary: Mike Schotts 248-338-9379
Treasurer: Scott Freeburg treasurer@mffc.org 248-366-6783
Membership: Dave Nowicki dn44213@gmail.com membership@mffc.org 734-981-3396
Immediate Past President: Bruce Kramer 248-672-9056
At-Large Directors: Todd Schotts 313-348-9101
Eric Center 248-363-3861
Spencer Vanderhoof 248-974-4235
Hatch Editor: Sybil Hunter
!
continued from page 1 Officially opening the floor to questions, Mike addressed additional club
member inquiries. Fishers must be aware there is a gravel and cobblestone bottom, and other
areas with a boulder and slate bottom, so things can become quite slippery. Also, there are

areas of the river that are in flux. “Since the emerald ash bore moved into the area, trees are
dying, changing the river. It

Boy Scout Merit Badge School

Mark your calendar for April 20, 2013. Jeff McGowan, Kevin Lipp, Dirk Fishback, Bruce Kramer
and many others over the years have made the Scouting Merit Badge School a success. Now
it's your turn. The school is filling up quickly, and we need Club members to help teach the Merit
Badge

requirements.

Please contact Bruce Kramer or Dave Oakley to volunteer for this event. We will be teaching
Scouts about fishing, ethics, knots, casting, tying, entomology, safety, regulations filleting and
cooking fish. The pond is stocked and ready to produce, so we hope to get as many Scouts
certified as possible. Parking passes and lunch are provided to volunteers.

Caught In The Act

This is wonderful...It was getting late Sunday and all the club rods etc. were put away, but this
fella and his son were hanging around. It became obvious that the kid really wanted to try
casting...We spotted Michael Mauri and he came over to give the kid his first lesson! Mauri had



the kid popping it out there in no time...I speak a little Deutsch so | thanked him in German and
wished him and his wife Eine Gute Reise....Basically good trip home. On my way out, | saw the
kid and his dad by the door and asked the kid if he knew who that was. He said no so | told him
Michael Mauri

was probably one of the more skilled casters in the whole room! He got his first lesson from a
pro and is probably hooked...Pun intended. The kid was grinning ear-to-ear.

Photo and text submitted by Spencer Vanderhoof
changes the river - for the better,” says Mike, “causing new eddies and pools.”

When asked if he fished terrestrials on the Rifle River, Mike said, “I fish The Thing, size 12. It's a
cross between a grasshopper and a stone fly.” But his biggest piece of advice? “Don’t be
discouraged from one day to another,” assures Mike, “the fishing changes from day to day.”



Recognition Of Support

From Our Vendors

Stbmatted by Joe Spryvs

Thanlks fo all who participated m the
2013 Midwest Fly Fishing Expo. The
Expo was another VEFY successfil
event for the Micligan Fly Fislung
Chab. Endos to all of the Chub
vohinteers, the vendors, speakers and o
oar guests —withoutwhomwe wouldn't
have a show!

Several of our vendors were especially
helpfial thas year and deserve special
recogrotion: $iwmys Frslung and our
contact Tomy Feme provided a great
deal of § ivmes “swag™ forus to goe
away as well as a beantiful pair of
Simns GIwaders and 5iroos jackets,
Scoft Fly Bods and Jerry Darkes
supporfed us with Scott 9" 5wt A4 rods
for the door prizes each day of the Expo;

and Jonathan Enapp at 5 ohfude reels
helped us with the beaatifial 5 olitude 2
eels that paired with the 5 cott wods for
the daily drawing. The reels complated a
beantifiul $700 outfit that amy fly fisher
wonld be proud fo ownl

Last, but certamly not least, 1= Bill
Eeough at Keough Hackle  Bill has been
so supportive over all the vears that he
has atterded the Expo, and this yearwas
no excephon Bill has a special spotin
lus heart for the Jods and has provided
us with matenals for the Kids Tying
Area, as well as door prize giveaways.
He’s always been a mge supporter of
oar Chib, and [ encourage any of you
that mn into Bill fo thank hom personally
for lus generosity.

Please comsider all of these vendors and
brands when vou do your shopping for
fly fishing gear and tyng mfems — they
have all sapported vs and 1t's mice to
retum the favor!
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Next year we put them in the pond

Recognition Of Support From Our Vendors

Submitted by Joe Sprys Thanks to all who participated in the 2013 Midwest Fly Fishing Expo.
The Expo was another VERY successful event for the Michigan Fly Fishing Club. Kudos to all of
the Club volunteers, the vendors, speakers and to our guests — without whom we wouldn’t have
a show!

Several of our vendors were especially helpful this year and deserve special recognition: Simms
Fishing and our contact Tony Ferrie provided a great deal of Simms “swag” for us to give away
as well as a beautiful pair of Simms G3 waders and Simms jackets; Scott Fly Rods and Jerry
Darkes supported us with Scott 9’ 5wt A4 rods for the door prizes each day of the Expo;

2013 MFFC Midwest Fly Fishing Expo

and Jonathan Knapp at Solitude reels helped us with the beautiful Solitude 2 reels that paired
with the Scott rods for the daily drawing. The reels completed a beautiful $700 outfit that any fly
fisher would be proud to own!

Last, but certainly not least, is Bill Keough at Keough Hackle. Bill has been so supportive over all
the years that he has attended the Expo, and this year was no exception. Bill has a special spot
in his heart for the kids and has provided us with materials for the Kids Tying Area, as well as
door prize giveaways. He’s always been a huge supporter of our Club, and | encourage any of
you that run into Bill to thank him personally for his generosity.

Please consider all of these vendors and brands when you do your shopping for fly fishing gear
and tying items — they have all supported us and it’s nice to return the favor!



Tyving A Better Albright

Stbmtted by John Long

Probably the two most coromon knots
for conmecting fly lines fobacking are
the Albright and the nail knots. The
Albnght 15 arguably the stongest, but
the mherent offsetbetween the fly line
and the backing has always bothersd
me, evenwhen firoshed with a conple
of half lutches . The naol kmot 15 okay
for most freshwater fislung, but for
heavy fresh or salt water fishing [ liks
the Albnghtusing 30 b. test backing.

One daywhile doving on a long fap, I
had, a revelabion for a method %o fie
the Albnght with abschately no

offzet. It takes only a hitle longer, but
I really like the results. It canbe tied
directly ower the fiy line or over st
the fly hne core, grving a smaller
diameter fimished knot. [ prefer fo
remove somme of the fly line coating

e —

and fie the Albnght on the fly hne
core.

Start by removing about a half meh of
the fly lire coating. A brief soak m
nail polish remover works well for
thas. Wext, wse a pinor needle to poks
a hole thm the fly hne core aboat 1/E
imchbalow the end of the coating. &
Iittle bzt of heat on the needle will
make the braid of the core stay open
If vou are using 20 Ib. backing, st
thread a needle with an eye large
enough to get the baking through it,
then heat won'tbe necessary. If yom
are using 30 b backing, coat about
half an inch of the backing with super
ghie, wart a ferv roomites and 1t will be
shff enough to tom the tip at an angle
then poke thma the hole

Once the backmg 15 thm the fly line

core, begm tying the Albnght starting
where the fly hne coating ends. I

o —

usaallyuse about seven or eight tams
Pull the kmot tight, a little at a time,
whals posthoming the final wiaps close
fo the hole where the baclang emerges
from the core. When the wraps are
even and tight, tim the tag end flash.
As afinal touch, coat the knotwith
Zap-A-Gap maper ghie. Yoo now have
the same stong Albnght knot bat it
will be smoother with virtnally no
offset and no finishing half-hotches
willbe needad

If vou change fly lines frequently on
the same mel, fie about a one nch
loop in the el backing. Then tie a
two to three foot lengthbaclang to
each fly line using the Albnght with a
loop in the other end large enough for
the reel fo pass lwough, enabling a
loop fo loop commection. [ like using
figure eight knotted loops . Trm the
fag ends flush and use Zap-A-Gap on
these kmots also.
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Tying A Better Albright

Submitted by John Long Probably the two most common knots for connecting fly lines to backing
are the Albright and the nail knots. The Albright is arguably the strongest, but the inherent offset
between the fly line and the backing has always bothered me, even when finished with a couple
of half hitches. The nail knot is okay for most fresh water fishing, but for heavy fresh or salt water
fishing | like the Albright using 30 Ib. test backing.

One day while driving on a long trip, | had, a revelation for a method to tie the Albright with
absolutely no offset. It takes only a little longer, but | really like the results. It can be tied directly
over the fly line or over just the fly line core, giving a smaller diameter finished knot. | prefer to
remove some of the fly line coating

and tie the Albright on the fly line core.

Start by removing about a half inch of the fly line coating. A brief soak in nail polish remover
works well for this. Next, use a pin or needle to poke a hole thru the fly line core about 1/8 inch
below the end of the coating. A little bit of heat on the needle will make the braid of the core stay
open. If you are using 20 Ib. backing, just thread a needle with an eye large enough to get the
baking through it, then heat won’t be necessary. If you are using 30 Ib. backing, coat about half
an inch of the backing with super glue, wait a few minutes and it will be stiff enough to trim the tip
at an angle then poke thru the hole.

Once the backing is thru the fly line core, begin tying the Albright starting where the fly line
coating ends. |

Livonia, MI 48153
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usually use about seven or eight turns. Pull the knot tight, a little at a time, while positioning the
final wraps close to the hole where the backing emerges from the core. When the wraps are
even and tight, trim the tag end flush. As a final touch, coat the knot with Zap-A-Gap super glue.
You now have the same strong Albright knot but it will be smoother with virtually no offset and no
finishing half-hitches will be needed.

If you change fly lines frequently on the same reel, tie about a one inch loop in the reel backing.
Then tie a two to three foot. length backing to each fly line using the Albright with a loop in the
other end large enough for the reel to pass through, enabling a loop to loop connection. I like
using figure eight knotted loops. Trim the tag ends flush and use Zap-A-Gap on these knots also.



