NON-MEETING WEDNESDAY’S ON THE WATER – SUMMER TOUR 2024 – DESTINATION 2 – NEWBURGH LAKE 
By Todd A. Schotts 

Newburgh Lake is an impoundment on the Middle Rouge River located within Wayne County's Hines Park. Newburgh Point has a developed launch. Sumac Pointe just east of Newburgh Point has lake access but not developed, more of a rustic sand access. Parking is sometimes an issue at Newburgh Point, as Hines Park has a lot of joggers, walkers, and bicyclists. If Newburgh Point is filled, you can go east and go to Sumac Pointe. You will just have to paddle up by Newburgh Pointe. Another location is launching your watercraft west of Newburgh Pointe where the Rouge crosses Edward Hines Drive. There is a rustic parking area, you just have to paddle down river to the lake (east). 
Newburgh Pointe is located on Hines Drive west of Newburgh Road and west of Sumac Pointe. There are public restrooms in the historic building, and there is fishing docks or pier located there. The park does close at 9pm, and the building restrooms are usually closed by 8:30pm. The boat launch is about 50 yards from the parking lot down the hill. At Sumac Pointe the location for launching your personal watercraft is down where the sandy area is just off the parking lot. 
The areas I would concentrate on for fishing is from Sumac Pointe (heading west in the lake) hitting all the weed areas lily pads along the edges. The west part of the lake has a lot of vegetation for great fishing. I do a lot of top water fishing for Bass, Pike, and Panfish. But streamers do work in the deeper areas off of the weed beds also like Clousers, Leeches, and Clousers Half & Half’s. But my heart is in top water as in Gurglars, my Frogger, Poppers, Sneaky Pete’s, Chernobyl’s, and Stealth Foam Bombers. 
[image: A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated]Newburgh Lake is a 152-acre lake and was developed in the 1930’s as part of Henry Ford’s “Village Industries” project on the Rouge River. Ford’s village industries were part of a project in which Mr. Ford tried to blend industry, rural life, and ecology. In 1997 the restoration process of the lake took place. They removed 65 years of sediment accumulation, contamination that over time degraded the water quality. They also removed all the contaminated fish a approx. 30,000 pounds. They added 10 acres of aquatic planting shoals, fish habitat structures, fish moguls, and spawning beds using a sone and sand mixture throughout the lake in a total of 7 acres spawning beds and habitat structures were constructed. In 1998 the Michigan DNR started a restocking program. 
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